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Kacke Clinton, 7, 8 2nd-grade student at the Beethoven School in West Roxbury reads aloud while Celtics players Mit Palacio and het teacher, Sharon O Brien,

wile of head coach Jim O Bren, listen.

Celtics visit Beethoven School to
encourage students to keep reading

By Deborah Eisner
1 wla*(R

There 12 no doubt that Celiscs fox-
ward Paul Prerce 15 a all man
wecond-and  third-graders,
gant. And when
do something, you do 1t

Pierce, guard Milt Palacio along
with other members ol the Boston
Celucs, visited the Beethoven Ele-
mentary School in West Roxbury to
congratukate the students on thew
reading skills last week

A participating whool in the
NBA's Read w0 Achieve program,
which ¢ run locally in collaboratsor
with the Celiics and ReadBoston,
the Beethoven had the best reading
record 1n October among schools m
the program. The Read 10 Achieve
program, which wrages sty
dents 1o read of home, 15 pant of 16
clementary schools throughout the
oty of Boston

The Beethoven was chosen for
s visat because 75 percent of the
stedents participated in the home
reading program in October

“[Reading] doesat stan when
you get (o college. I starts nght

bt 10

he's a
1 tells you 1o

here,” Prerce told a class of fourth-
graders. “| want o encourage you to
try to read a book a day, or al least a
page a day

Pierce 15 the captain of the Celtics
Read 10 Ach
on the natonal Read to Achieve
leam

Prerce smd he decided o partica
pate in the leracy campaign be
cause of the value of giving back to
hus community “It's just somethung
that’s kind of built in me,” he sad
"1 recognize myself as a role model
| pust want the kids 1o realize how
important educabon 1. -

Each month, Prerce and one other
Celucs player will visat one of the
16 participating schools. Pierce and
Palacio were jomed al  the
Becthoven by Celtics head tramer
Ed LaCene;, Sharon O'Bnen, the
wile of head coach hm O'Bnen;
Stacy Comnor, the wife of Celtics
assistant coach Lester Connor, and
David Woodman, general manager
of Fox Spors New F.nt:la.ml

Principal James Kirk said he was
nol surprised to learn that students
al the Beethoven had the hlahéhl

ve 1e2am and also sils
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participation rate. “A big part of the
Becthoven program is around the
home-reading program,” he sad

Kurk said that bringing in celeba
bes 10 1alk about reading provides
an incentive for the kids 10 partici
pate and helps dnve home the point
that reading is an integral part of hfe
for everybody. “This 15 one more
way 10 motivate kids to read at
home,” he sasd

While they were af the
Beethoven, Prerce and Palacio read
stones (0 second-and third-graders
and then visited the rest of the class
OO

Palacio said he, w00, enjoys gel-
tng out into the commumty and
working with kids

“I’s a great way tw give back,” he
sard. “Just for kids to see us in the
community, to show that we're nor-
mal Education is first and foremost
because you are nol going (0 play
basketball for the rest of your life ™

Beethoven parents were enthusi-
astic about having the basketball
players at the school. “1 think 1t's a
good 1dea,” sad Kevin Clinton of
West Roxbury. “[Seeing Pierce and

Palacio] shows you what you can
achieve. Everybody needs 1o read ™

Chnton's daughter, Kacie Chin
ton, 7, read a book about Thanks-
gving 1o the class and received two
front row uckets 10 an epcoming
Celtcs game for ber efforts. Clinton
sad he is probably more excited
shout the prnize than his daughier,
who he descnbed as an avid reader

Jeff Zanells, marketing and com-
munily relations manager for Read
Boston sasd the Read to Achieve
program, whach 18 1n its first year of
operabion, 15 off 10 a very successful
dlan

“You peed 10 reinforce that read-
ing 15 important,” he smd “Who
better than Paul Prerce and Ml
Palacio to come in? It pust strength
ens our message. Obviously we can
talk uatil we're blue in the face, but
if it comes from someone they see
on TV and they idotize, it makes a
big difference ”

Dyeborah Exmmer can be reached at
devuer@ ong com




